Introduction.
Introduction.
The activity of monoamine oxidase (MAO) has been reported in the rat testis (Bhagvat et al., 1939 ; Zeller and Joel, 1941 ; Pentilla and Kormano, 1968) (1975 a) studied the effect of age on testicular MAO in rat. MAO activity has also been studied in the squirrel (Frehn et al., 1973) and the Indian langur (Singh et aL, 1974) . Seasonal variations in the activity of this enzyme in the testis of the house sparrow and the squirrel have also been investigated (Urry et al., 1975 b) . The Bilaspuri, 1976) , goat (Bilaspuri, 1978) and ram (Ortavant, 1958) . The distribution and relative activity of the enzymes were studied on sections under lowpower and high-power microscopes.
Results. (Bhagvat et al., 1939 ; Zeller and Joel, 1941 ; Pentilla and Kormano, 1968 ; Urry et al., 1972 ; Singh et al., 1974) . MAO activity in the present species appears to be localized in the mitochondria of the seminiferous tubules and the Leydig cells, as also reported by Singh et al. (1974) . The mitochondrial location of MAO has also been reported by Lehninger (1975) , and MAO is used as a marker enzyme to indicate the presence of the outer membrane in the mitochondria. The results of the present studies differ from those of other workers on rat, which showed the main MAO activity to be in the walls of the seminiferous tubules a) or in both the interstitial cells and the walls of the seminiferous tubules (Pentilla and Kormano, 1968) . In farm animals, the main activity, found in the seminiferous tubules, showed cyclic changes in the spermatids which had not been reported previously.
MAO catalyzes the oxidation of various monoamines such as epinephrine (Lehninger, 1975 Lehninger, 1975 
